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Performed in Putonghua with Chinese surtitles and English synopses
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Running time: approximately 3 hours and 15 minutes,
including a 15 minute interval
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To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the
audience, PLEASE switch off your alarm watches, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating and drinking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden
in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Shanghai Fraternity Association

Your support and sponsorship has made possible the Festival attraction
Two Centuries of the Legendary Tan Family.
With grateful thanks from the Hong Kong Arts Festival.

We wish you and your guests a very enjoyable evening.
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return tickets to Beijing!

Don't forget to write your name, HKID number and contact telephone number
on the back of your ticket to this performance and drop it in the Dragonair
lucky draw box at the foyer of the auditorium on your way out.

Winners' names will be published in the Hong Kong Standard,
the SCMP, Tai Kung Pao and Ming Pao on the 8 March 2004.

Performance Schedules:

The Art of Cheng Yanqiu: 100th Anniversary
12 -14.2.2004 Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts Lyric Theatre

Two Centuries of the Legendary Tan Family

20 - 21.2.2004 Hong Kong Cultural Centre
Grand Theatre
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The Peking Opera House of Beijing

Established in 1979, the Peking Opera House of Beijing is led by Wang Yuzhen.
More than 50 members of the troupe are classified among the “First Rank” of
the nation’s actors, musicians, directors and playwrights.

The Peking Opera House of Beijing has staged over 300 opera classics representing
various schools of the art. It has also put on more than 30 new productions, to
widespread critical acclaim. Many of the productions have subsequently received
awards of national importance, including the Gold Medal in the Peking Opera Festival
and the Wenhua Performance Prize. Other prizes acquired by performing and
production staff include the Drama Plum Blossom Award for excellence in Chinese

drama, as well as the Mei Lanfang Gold Medal.

Apart from performances in China, the troupe has toured overseas promoting
Beijing opera and furthering artistic cultural exchanges.

BIFTM4R | Opera Profile
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—OOmEZA=+H(EH#A) 20 February 2004 (Friday)
/NS Ambush at Xiao Shang River

BB | Cast
o IEY Tan Zhengyan Yang Zaixing
BILE EWX Wang Bowen Jing Wuzhu

BZE | Musicians
AlFAEIF  Liu Jingfang Percussion Leader
5% R3A Zhu Liao Suona
HF iR  Xie Wenzhi Dizi
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Synopsis
General Yang Zaixing of the Song State is ambushed by the Jin state army at the
Xiao Shang River and there is a fierce fight.

This was a signature piece of Tan Xinpei, the principal exponent of the lzosheng role.

N GNH
Tan Zhengyan in Ambush at Xiao Shang River

SEE K ARE | Cast and Synopsis
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£BZFF The Forsaken Child in
the Mulberry Orchard

EEB | Cast
B %Y Tan Xiaoceng Deng Bodao
& [CHHH¥  Yan Guixiang Mrs Jin
& B Qi Jianguo Jin Yongcheng
B Jc¥E F  WangYu Deng Yuan
B Jr £3W  Wang Wenduan Deng Fang
A #AEXHE  Ren Wenlong Shi Le

BZE | Musicians
AlF BAI  Liu Yongrui Percussion Leader
i EHBX  Wang Hewen Jinghu
J1Z Wk#  Shang Changgui Yueqin
Z# ¥ Wang Yaqing Erbu

T (R E T
Tan Xiaoceng in The Forsaken
Child in the Mulberry Orchard
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Synopsis
Deng Bodao is taking refuge from the war with two children: his own son Deng Yuan
and his nephew, Deng Fang, left in his care by his deceased brother. When Deng
Bodao reaches the mulberry orchard, he can no longer carry both children with him
and decides to forsake his own son.

This is a well-loved piece of opera and there have been recordings by every generation
of the Tan family.

—HIGIKB A H 8 15 minute interval —

JEE MANE | Cast and Synopsis
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BEAERE)ABEIL  Huang Tianba Visits
the Bandits’ Stronghold,
an excerpt from The Interlocking
Mountain Stronghold

BB | Cast

# A woL#  Tan Yuanshou Huang Tianba
E T v%  Shang Changrong Dou Erdun
Aot ¥H  Huang Dehua Zhu Guangzu
it £ E  Xu Shangbin /i Quan
B #FHE%%  Jia Rongsheng Guan 1ai
o[ WW¥  FuBoyang He Lutong
HRFEALXH  Ren Wenlong He Tianlong
HXEBNI  Yang Zhankai He Tianhu
HAE® W  Zhang Hao He Tianbiao
HAR¥ Rk W Zhu Feng He Tianbao

SN BiEkAESF Yang Tiezhu and others Soldiers of eight
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Tan Yuanshou in
Huang Tianba Visits the /,\ % B ‘ Musicians
Bandits’ Stronghold . . .
anclis Strongho AlF BRI Liu Yongrui Percussion Leader

5] £/ Wang Hewen Jinghu
A% WK Shang Changgui Yueqin
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Synopsis
A royal horse is stolen and Huang Santai is framed. Huang’s son, Tianba, finds out that
the horse was stolen by the bandit leader Dou Erdun, stationed at the Interlocking
Mountain Stronghold. Under the cover of night Tianba’s manservant Zhu Guangzu,
visits the bandit’s stronghold, stealing Dou’s weapon and leaving a sword belonging to
Tianba in its place. The bandit leader Dou Erdun realising his life has been spared feels
obliged to Tianba and agrees to return the horse.

This piece was once a favourite of the Empress Dowager Ci Xi.

JEE MANE | Cast and Synopsis
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21 February 2004 (Saturday)

8X Questioning the Husband
®E | Cast
R A R Yan Guixiang Yan Lanzhen
B 2 WEE  Zeng Baoyu Zeng Rong
M #FMEA  He Zhili Piaoxiang
‘@& 8 | Musicians
Als; By Liu Jingfang Percussion Leader
i & {&  ShuJian Jinghu
HE wE#  Shang Changgui Yuegin
i ¥l Wang Yaqing Erbu
21-‘ =
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Synopsis

Yan Lanzhen questions her husband Zeng Rong as to why he has been giving her
the cold shoulder since their wedding. Zeng Rong confesses that he discovered
after their marriage that Yan’s father had persecuted his family, and he is now
the only surviving member.

PHIEERE ClER)
Yan Guixiang in Questioning
the Husband

ST R 3 A

Page 19 JEE K& ZZE | Cast and Synopsis
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Battle at Mount Ding Jun
Battle at Yang Ping Pass

There will be a 15 minute interval between
the two performances

Cast

Tan Zhengyan Huang Zhong
Tan Xijaoceng

Tan Yuanshou

Shang Changrong Cazo Cao
Tan Zhengyan Zhao Yun

Xu Shangbin Yan Yan

Fu Boyang Xiahou Yuan
Wang Wenjun Zhuge Liang
Lang Shilin Xiahou Shang
Ni Shengchun Liu Bei
Wang Bowen Xu Huang

Ren Wenlong Zhang He

Wei Changhuan Chen Shi
Mou Aiguo Zhang Zhu

Jie Jianhua Han Hao

Jia Rongsheng Xiahou De
Zeng Baoyu Liu Feng

Wang Zhiqiang Major Messenger
Li Hongbin Wang Ping

Yang Zhankai Cao Hong
Zhang Hao Xu Chu

Ye Jiangxiang Jfiao Bing
Huang Dehua Murong Lie
Qian Kun Du Qi

Zhu Feng Meng Da

Song Hongzhi Messenger Shu
Wang Zhiqiang Messenger Wei

Musicians

Liu Yongrui Percussion Leader
Wang Hewen [inghu

Shang Changgui Yueqin
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(from left) Tan Zhengyan, Tan Yuanshou and Tan Xiaoceng in Battle at Mount Ding Jun and Battle at Yang Ping Pass
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Synopsis
Two excerpts of battles from the literary classic Romance of the Three Kingdoms.
Zhuge Liang sends Huang Zhong to kill Xiahou Yuan, a general of the warlord
Cao Cao at the battle at Mount Ding Jun. In revenge, Cao Cao tries to attack
Zhuge Liang and besieges, Huang Zhong. Zhuge in turn sends another general,
Zhao Yun, to rescue Huang and wins the battle.

JEE MANE | Cast and Synopsis
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Two Centuries of the
Legendary Tan Family

It is almost miraculous that there is one prominent Beijing
Opera family that has been active on stage for 150 years.
The artistry established by the Tan Family has been handed
down through successive generations to the three
generations who will perform in the Festival:

Tan Zhengyan, his father Tan Xiaoceng and mother Yan
Guixiang, and his grandfather Tan Yuanshou.

By Tam Wing-pong

The performing career of the Tan family
started way back in the year 1808, when
Tan Zhidao was born in Jiangxia, Hubei
Province. Due to the family’s poverty Tan
turned to the stage to earn his living. He
eventually reached Beijing and performed
in the then famous San Qing Troupe. He
put all his hopes on his son, Tan Xinpei,
who later became known as the “King of

Opera”.

Tan Xinpei was not only highly skilled in
acting on stage, but also combined elements
of the different schools with his own styles
to create a model for the sheng (male leading
role) discipline in Beijing Opera. He
became extremely important and popular
among people inside and outside the opera
world, and subsequent sheng disciplines of
the major opera schools have all been
derived from the Tan family. It can be said
that the Tan artistry has been highly
instrumental in the development of Beijing
Opera. Ambush at Xiao Shang River is one
of his signature pieces.

Tan Xinpei

While the discipline of other performing
schools and families became lax, the Tan
family continued to develop and prosper,
generation after generation. Following in Tan
Xinpei’s footsteps, each successive generation
has both carried on the tradition, while
adding elements of their own, from his son
Xiaopei, grandson Fuying, great-grandson
Yuanshou, and great-great-grandson
Xiaoceng up to the current youngest
performing member of the family,
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Tan Xiaopei as Huang Zhong in Battle at Mount Ding Jun

Zhengyan. It is indeed unusual in Beijing
Opera for six consecutive generations of one
family to continue developing and refining
their artistry in this way.

The Tan family’s two performances in the
2004 Festival will feature pieces from their
famous traditional repertoire. The Tan
School emphasises both civil and military
roles, as well as skill in both singing and
acting. In the first of the two shows, Tan
Zhengyan will play the wusheng (military
male leading role) in Ambush ar Xiao Shang
River, which focuses mainly on acting and
acrobatic fighting, while Tan Xiaoceng and
his wife Yan Guixiang will perform in the
popular classic The Forsaken Child in the
Mulberry Orchard, which emphasises acting
and singing. Tan Yuanshou will act in his
signature piece Huang Tianba Visiting the
Bandits’ Stronghold, which was much
appreciated by the Qing dynasty Empress
Dowager Ci Xi.

The Tan’s second show will feature the
boisterous Battle at Mount Ding Jun and
Battle at Yang Ping Pass, from the Three
Kingdoms era, with the three ages of the
character Huang Zhong played by Tan
family members Zhengyan, Xiaoceng and
Yuanshou respectively. Tan Zhengyan also
plays the role of Zhao Yun in the Battle at
Yang Ping Pass. The role of Huang Zhong
in old age requires a lot of complex acting,
singing, reciting and fighting, and was Tan
Xinpei’s classic lao sheng (elderly leading
male role) performance, in which he
showcased his acclaimed acting of civil and
military roles.

The full version of this article
first appeared in FestMag 2003
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Tan Fuying as Huang Zhong in Battle at Mount Ding Jun
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(from left) Tan Xiaoceng, Tan Yuanshou, Tan Zhengyan, Tan Yuanshou's wife and Yan Guixiang

:Z L= Tan Yuanshou

ARG (KBFW) /#E GEFELL - BTH)
Huang Tianba (Huang Tianba Visits the Bandits’ Stronghold);
Huang Zhong (Battle at Mount Ding Jun, Battle at Yang Ping Pass)
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Tan Yuanshou was born in Beijing in 1928. He is the fifth generation of the Tan family,
and a renowned Opera artist of The Peking Opera House of Beijing. Tan Yuanshou has
studied the art of Beijing Opera since his childhood under the guidance of prominent
teachers including Lei Xifu and Liu Chengtong and specialises in performing both lzosheng
(senior male) and wusheng (warrior male) roles. He graduated in 1945 and by age 20 was
leading his own troupe of performers before joining the Peking Opera House of Beijing.

Tan Yuanshou has a versatile and solid technique, specialising in signature Tan roles like
the Black Water Country and Battle ar Mount Ding Jun. He is also highly acclaimed in
modern Beijing Opera roles such as Guo Jianguang in Shajiabang.

491438 | Biographies
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e R &R Shang Changrong #:## & Guest Performer

BB CRBFEL) /B CEFEL - TR
Dou Erdun (Huang Tianba Visiting Bandits’ Stronghold);
Cao Cao (Battle at Mount Ding Jun, Battle at Yang Ping Pass)
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Shang Changrong is a “First Rank” actor and has received the Plum Blossom Drama
Award twice. He began performing at the age of five and received training in the jing roles
(painted face characters) at the age of ten from Chen Furui. Later Shang became a student
of Hou Xirui and Su Lianhan and took on tongchui jing (painted face characters specialised
in singing) and jiazi jing (specified in acting and reading lines) roles. His frequently
performed repertoire includes The Interlocking Mountain Stronghold, Armistice Between
Generals and Li Kui Visiting His Mother. In 1998, Shang was granted the title of “Artist of
Excellence in Art” in Shanghai.

= Z¥ Tan Xiaoceng

BE (R T HL GEEW BB
Deng Bodao (The Forsaken Child in the Mulberry Orchard);
Huang Zhong (Battle at Mount Ding Jun, Battle at Yang Ping Pass)
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Tan Xiaoceng is a member of the sixth generation of the Tan family and a “First Rank”
actor of the Peking Opera House of Beijing. He graduated from the Beijing Chinese
Opera School where he learned lzosheng roles from Wang Shaolou and Yang Jufen, and
wusheng roles from Zhu Lianshun and Xu Yuanshan. His regular performance repertoire
includes Battle at Mount Ding Jun, Battle at Yang Ping Pass, The Forsaken Child in the
Mulberry Orchard and Armistice between Generals. He has performed in Japan, Canada,
France, Switzerland, Italy and Spain.

Page 33 EF4A | Biographies



;EIF & Tan Zhengyan

P LB CNRE) i GE AL ~ BB
Yang Zaixing (Little Merchant River);
Huang Zhong (Battle at Mount Ding Jun, Battle at Yang Ping Pass)
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As a seventh generation member of the Tan family, Tan Zhengyan is a young actor in the
Peking Opera House of Beijing, adept at performing both wusheng and laosheng roles. He
studied at the Beijing Chinese Opera School and the Academy of Chinese Traditional
Opera and his teachers included Qian Rongshun and Li Jinheng. His lzosheng roles include
Ruse of the Empty City and Silang Visiting His Mother, and his wusheng roles include Eight
Big Hammers and Little Merchant River.

B4 Yan Guixiang

B (REFT) A R
Mys Jin (The Forsaken Child in the Mulberry Orchard);
Yan Lanzhen (Questioning the Husband)
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Yan Guixiang graduated from the Beijing Opera School, and is a “First Rank” actress at
the Peking Opera House of Beijing. She has studied with Hua Shixiang and Jia Shizhen
and is famous for her excellent performances in various dan (female) roles, such as the
qingyi (young or middle aged lady), huadan (young female) and daomaden (warrior female)
roles. She has performed in various operas including Love Addict, Pinpointing the Eyes
when Drawing the Dragon and Chant of the Dragon in the Sea. Yan Guixiang has received
the Plum Blossom Drama Award and been commended for her excellent performances
by the Ministry of Culture.

491438 | Biographies
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